*    The Rope Trick    *

might do, were no longer debated. All that was said or
sung turned upon the jugglers. In a week even the
most impressionable had sufficiently recovered from
the shock to enjoy themselves when the wags got to
work on the episode. No popular entertainment was
complete unless the clown brought a rope and threw
it into the air. When it fell back on his head, entangling
him in its folds, the crowd would laugh immoderately
and the dancing girl observe that Burmans were no
good, her next lover would be an Indian. In most
houses children had string with cardboard tigers run-
ning un and down it.
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